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WelcomeWelcome

CAB and Members

New members: 
– OnPath Technologies

– Packetstorm Communications

– Jsystem

– MRV
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AgendaAgenda

An Update: Quarterly Progress
Executive Director: Deepesh Arora 10:00 am

A lot achieved: Marketing committee updates
Marketing committee: Adam Stein 10:30 am

Draft for comment: SDK committee updates
Overall & DCA committee: Cliff Hannel 10:45 am
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Overall & DCA committee: Cliff Hannel

Draft for comment: SDK committee updates
RRS committee:  Patrick Deloulay 11:15 am

Road Ahead : 2009 Q3 Roadmap
Executive Director: Deepesh Arora 11:30 am



An Update: Quarterly ProgressAn Update: Quarterly Progress

2nd Quarterly meeting for 2009

Deepesh Arora, Executive Director

darora@teslaalliance.org



TesLA AllianceTesLA Alliance

Establish the gold standard for end-end multivendor lab 
automation in a single unified framework driven by full 

participation from leading industry vendors and the 
customer community. 
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– Establish the ‘TesLA standards’,  as the benchmark for ‘unified 

multi-vendor’ automation compliance.

– Endorse and certify all ‘TesLA framework’ compliant commercial 

products developed by the member companies

TesLA is all inclusive. We want participation from ALL vendors



UpdateUpdate

Membership

• 13 Members - Critical mass in industry

• New members: Onpath Technologies,Packetstorm Communications,Jsystem, 
MRV

• Talks in progress with other key industry players

• Customer Council initiative

• TesLA members at Toolapalooza

• TesLA alliance at Interop

• 2nd TesLA webinar by Steve Mitchell, F5 Networks
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Marketing

• 2nd TesLA webinar by Steve Mitchell, F5 Networks

• Increased TesLA content contributions

Standards and 
Certification

• TesLA Master architecture week (March)

• DCA and TRS standards ready for review

• Ratification process proposed 

• Certification proposal distributed



How we fared against our targets?How we fared against our targets?

Governance  
– Board of Directors appointed

Membership Increase   
– Add 3-5 more members

Marketing Awareness  
– Consistent Promotions by all members
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– More social media -- Wikipedia's, YouTube channels. 

– Proliferate Brand TesLA

– Customer  Council for interested customers who would like to be kept 

in loop

Standards   
– Draft ready for review by May, Review cycle , publish by June

– Initiate a Certification mechanism

Certification  
– Outline roadmap



Decisions going aheadDecisions going ahead

Standards
(1) Ratification process? 

Certification
Membership Dues
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(1) Ratification process? 

(2) Review period?

(3) Published standards 
distribution?

Certification
(1) Phase 1 Certification 
mechanism?

(1) Waived for next 
quarter or pro-rated?

(2) Certification 
expenses?



Ratification processRatification process

Highlights
– Process to ensure an orderly method of document distribution, review, 

balloting, and comment resolution

– 15 Day review period

– One vote per member company – Approve without comments or 

Disapprove with comments

– Draft Acceptance  >75%, Editorial Change  >50% 
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– Comments resolved by a TAC meeting

– TAC -TesLA Advisory Committee comprising of the Exec Director of 

the Board, Chair of Customer Advisory Board, Chair's of the individual 

Technical Standards sub-committees.

– Full proposal @ http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/TesLA-Standards-

Review-Process-Proposal

Need to vote on and finalize



Certification roadmapCertification roadmap

Overview of proposal
– Self Certification event – plugin bake-off

– One for each TesLA standard spec

– Interoperability and Conformance primary areas

– Certification board comprising of but not limited to atleast 1 CAB 

member, Executive Director and chair’sof TesLA marketing and 

standard’s committees. Chaired by Certification committee chair
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– 2 sessions

– First session is mandatory and repeats the testing of each vendor’s 

devices against a referenced device/implementation, monitored and 

reviewed by Certification board

– Second session is optional in which the vendors are encouraged to test 

interoperability between their respective devices.

Next steps
– Get feedback from membership at large to overall approach

– Detail out Self Certification event



THANK YOU!
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THANK YOU!



A Lot achieved: Marketing Committee UpdatesA Lot achieved: Marketing Committee Updates

2nd Quarterly meeting for 2009

Adam Stein, Committee Chair
astein@teslaalliance.org



CommitteeCommittee

Team
– Mu, Ixia, Gale, FanFare, Qualisystems, OnPATH, Packetstorm and 

Shenick

– Meeting weekly Thursday’s 10 am PST

Goals, Objectives
– Publicly validate TesLA as gold standard in Lab automation testing

– Expand membership, Build brand for members
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– Expand membership, Build brand for members

– Help members build and leverage TesLA’s position as neutral open 

industry body concerned with Automation

Quarterly Roadmap approach
– Create Quarterly roadmap plan – content, messaging

– Share with membership at large

– Execute and track  plan per plan



Validating TesLAValidating TesLA

>1200  

visits in 

last 10  

weeks

600+ 

Slide 

Share 

views
3900+ 

Page 

views on 

website in 

10 weeks

Sample set of non-

members list: 

Wipro, Orange, 

Iskatrel, Broadcom, 

100+ 

subscribers

(Website, 

Webinar, 

Linked)

AWARENESS

INTEREST

This material is for informational purposes only and subject to change without notice. CM 2008 TesLA Alliance. All rights reserved.

Non members in 

top 10 website 

visitors: deutche

telecom, comcast, att, 

cisco, Tata 

10 weeks Iskatrel, Broadcom, 

France Telecom, 

Thomson Reuters, 

BreakingPoint3 min 06 

sec avg

time on 

website

Events: 

Toolapalooza, 

Interop

VISIBILITY
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MilestonesMilestones

Interop 
TesLA 
Demos, 
Release

TesLA @ 
Toola’

3rd QM
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Committee 

Formed 

Website Infrastructure  

to support Social media

Quarterly roadmap

1st Newsletter,          

1st Blog, LinkedIn

11/14/08
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Calendar, Promotional 

material, new member

02/25/09

2nd Newsletter,          

SlideShare

QM PR, 

RSS Feed

04/09

1st TesLA 

Webinar

with HP

2nd

TesLA 
Webinar
with F5

05/0903/09 06/09

Toola’

3 new 
members



Interop - TesLA First Public Interoperability 
Demos

Interop - TesLA First Public Interoperability 
Demos

TesLA Alliance Pavilion, 
Public Interoperability @ 
Interop 2009, Booth #1813
7 TesLA Interop 
Participants:
– APCON, #975
– Gale, #1813
– Ixia, #1813
– Mu Dynamics, #1813
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– Mu Dynamics, #1813
– OnPATH, #1813
– QualiSystems, # 1956
– Shunra, # 2235

TesLA Press release with 
InfoWorld Brian Chee 
validation, discussions on 
the show floor

Videos Online

http://www.teslaalliance.org/video.html

http://www.teslaalliance.org/tesla_events/events/Inter

op09.html

http://www.teslaalliance.org/tesla_events.html



ContentContent

TesLA Blogs
– http://www.teslaalliance.org/blog/

– April 22 Gale blog most recent, FanFare and Packetstorm pending 

– Steve Mitchell, F5 TesLA Webinar blog amplified traffic

TesLA Whitepapers Delivered at Interop
– Gale, Mu and OnPath contributed TesLA papers 

with Interop, posted on TesLA site, wiki
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with Interop, posted on TesLA site, wiki

TesLA Seminar/Webinar
– 1 Quarterly, Second held May 14 Steve Mitchell, F5

– 20+ attendees registered, many post-event Preso views, HTML mailer 

supplied for others

TesLA PbWiki 

TesLA Website - www.teslaalliance.org



CommunicationCommunication

Membership outreach 
– 4 new members: 

• Onpath Technologies, PacketStorm communications, Jsystems, MRV

– Each member displaying TesLA membership at relevant 

conferences

– Promotional material available online, Backgrounder supplied for 

hand out
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hand out

TesLA Activities Calendar
– All TesLA activities are published at 

http://www.teslaalliance.org/calendar/

– Committee meetings

– Webinars

– Quarterly meetings



Social MediaSocial Media

Linked In Social Network amplification
– http://www.linkedin.com/e/gis/1526817

– Visit the Group to Request Membership, post relevant TesLA member 

company automation information

SlideShare
– TesLA introductory presentation

– http://www.slideshare.net/tesla_alliance/tesla-alliance-introduction-
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– http://www.slideshare.net/tesla_alliance/tesla-alliance-introduction-

presentation?type=presentation

RSS feed

Subscribe list

Video 
– Testimonials

– Quarterly meeting highlights



Next Quarter RoadmapNext Quarter Roadmap

Membership
– 3-5 new members

– Customer council

Social Media
– Online forum, Youtube channel

Promotions
– Maximum exposure in tech seminars
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– Maximum exposure in tech seminars

– TesLA Standards publishing and certification 

promotions

Whitepapers 
– Call for entry in Quarterly Newsletters

Publication Outreach
– Trade magazines

– Online tech portals

More Webinars



Contact UsContact Us

Marketing & Membership Committee
– TesLA Alliance Committee, marketing_committee@teslaalliance.org

Chair
– Adam Stein, Mu Dynamics, astein@teslaalliance.org

Members
– Jitin Dhanani, IXIA, jdhanani@teslaalliance.org
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– Scott Powers, Gale, spowers@galetechnologies.com

– Mark Lambe, Shenick, mark.lambe@shenick.com

– Brian McCann, OnPATH, Brian.McCann@OnPathTech.com

– David Gehringer, FanFare, dgehringer@fanfaresoftware.com

– Zohar Karni, QualiSystems, zohar.k@qualisystems.com

– Bill Luthy, PacketStorm, bill@packetstorm.com



THANK YOU!

This material is for informational purposes only and subject to change without notice. CM 2008 TesLA Alliance. All rights reserved.

THANK YOU!

Other Ideas?



Standards: TesLA Big Picture & DCA Committee ReportStandards: TesLA Big Picture & DCA Committee Report

2nd Quarterly meeting for 2009

Cliff Hannel, Committee Chair
cliff@ixiacom.com



Progress Since Last Meeting
http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/f/TesLACommonArchitectureRoadmap.pdf

Progress Since Last Meeting
http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/f/TesLACommonArchitectureRoadmap.pdf

Developed Master Architecture (“Big 
Picture”)

– Broad member participation

Established Consistent Nomenclature

Defined Module Types

Set Standards Priorities

Created a rich multi-user Wiki
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Created a rich multi-user Wiki

Established Regularly Scheduled 
Committee Meetings

Drafted TRS and DCA Specifications

Drafted Ratification Process

Demonstrated XML-based Pre-standards 
Integration at Interop

http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/



TesLA Architecture
http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/Big-Picture-Meeting-Notes

TesLA Architecture
http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/Big-Picture-Meeting-Notes
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Architecture: Key FeaturesArchitecture: Key Features

Platform and Language 
Independent

No Dependencies on Common 
Code, Application or Gateway

Maintains differentiation

XML-based Interface Specifications

Any-to-Any Connectivity
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Any-to-Any Connectivity

Any module may be a Consumer or 
Provider

Extensible by Customers and Third 
Parties in the Without Upgrade 
Interference



Architecture: Key Phase I StandardsArchitecture: Key Phase I Standards

DCA: Device Control 
Adapter

TRS: Topology & Resource 
Scheduler

Primary Consumer 
Application

TAT: Test Authoring Tool
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Full TAT Standards in Phase 
II



DCA CommitteeDCA Committee

TesLA 
Alliance

Technical 
Committees

Marketing 
Committee

TesLA CAB
TesLA 
Board

Members
– Ixia (Chair)

– Qualisystems

– Fanfare

– OnPath

– Apcon

– PacketStorm
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TRS DCA TAT
– PacketStorm

– Jsystems/Ignissoft

Logistics
Content - http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/DCA

Distribution -

sdk_plugin_committee@teslaalliance.org

Meetings Thursdays 9:00am Pacific Time



What is a “Device”?
Any Module that exposes Testing capabilities

Traffic Generators, Network Emulators, 

Physical Layer Switches, Routers…but also 
Resource Schedulers and TATs

Device Control Adapters
http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/DCA

Device Control Adapters
http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/DCA

TesLA Member Vendors

DCA Objectives
Run-time integration with TATs, TRSs and other 
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How It WorksHow It Works
Each TesLA-compliant Device provides an XML based Module Definition and 
Command descriptions. These XML files are used at run-time by Consumers such 
as Authoring Tools to create and execute Tests.  A single Test can use Devices 
from any number of vendors.

Run-time integration with TATs, TRSs and other 

Testbed Modules

Standardized interface…while preserving 

vendor differentiation



DCA: Key Features
http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/f/DCASDK.docx

DCA: Key Features
http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/f/DCASDK.docx

Allows dynamic discovery 
of TesLA Modules

Provides location and 
content extensibility with 
upgrade protection

Supports multiple 
language bindings
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TCL is initial mandatory 
binding

Enables proprietary 
extensions for migration 
and custom features



DCA: Design
http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/f/DCASDK.docx

DCA: Design
http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/f/DCASDK.docx

Specification at 
http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/f/DCASDK.docx

Uses XML Schema (XSD) to 
define syntax of TesLA Module 
Definition (TMD) and TesLA 
Command Definition (TCD) files

TCL Binding passes parameters 
in and responses out as XML text 
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in and responses out as XML text 
per XSD schema in TCD

Mandatory backward command 
compatibility

Supports full set of XML Schema 
data types and constraints within 
Parameters & Responses

http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/f/

TesLAModuleDefinition.xsd

http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/

f/TesLACommandDefinition.xsd



Test Authoring Tools
http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/TAT

Test Authoring Tools
http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/TAT

What Test Authoring Tools Do
Present a consistent IDE for creating 

multi-vendor Tests

Create automated Tests without 

programming

Provide tools for dynamic resource 

management

TesLA Member Vendors
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How It WorksHow It Works
Each TesLA-compliant Authoring Tool recognizes other TesLA Modules at run-
time, exposing Device commands, Resource Management and other capabilities 
to the Test developer. Along with its corresponding Execution Engine, TesLA-
compliant systems can run any combination of Tests created by different TATs.

Provide test debugging tools



TAT: Key Features
http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/TAT

TAT: Key Features
http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/TAT

Full TAT standard deferred until phase II

TATs will be DCA and TRS Consumers

TAT Execution Engines will allow Customers to run Tests from multiple 
TATs within a single regression

No initial provisions for multi-TAT integration into a “Shell”
But a TAT may publish a DCA interface
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TAT-generated Test format will not be standardized
Standardized “test language” would limit richness and differentiation

Command standardization can be accomplished by customers and third parties with custom 
DCAs

Discussions centered around standardized Test Metadata (i.e. XML header 
or companion file)

Topology used by Test

DCAs and versions



Testbed Resource Scheduling
http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/TRS

Testbed Resource Scheduling
http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/TRS

What Resource Managers Do
Provide tools for defining Testbed 

Topologies & Resources

Schedule testbed resources for 

use by Tests at run-time

TesLA Member Vendors
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How It WorksHow It Works
Patrick Deloulay of Gale Technologies has headed the TRS committee and will provide 
details…



Standards: TRS Committee ReportStandards: TRS Committee Report

2nd Quarterly meeting for 2009

Patrick Deloulay, Committee Chair
patrick@galetechologies.com



ContentsContents

Committee

Scope

Accomplishments

Status

– Test Bed Markup Language (TBML) Specification
– Resource Scheduling API Specification
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– Resource Scheduling API Specification

Next Steps



TesLA CommitteesTesLA Committees

TesLA Alliance

TesLA CAB TesLA Board

This material is for informational purposes only and subject to change without notice. CM 2008 TesLA Alliance. All rights reserved.

Technical 

Committees

Marketing 

Committee

TRS DCA TAT



TRS CommitteeTRS Committee

New Name
– Previously known as Lab SDK 

– TRS to reflect proper positioning and avoid confusion

Membership Updates
– Gale Technologies (Chair)

– OnPATH (New)

– IXIA, Fanfare, APCON (Existing)
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– IXIA, Fanfare, APCON (Existing)

Logistics
– Moved to pbWorks for Content Management

• http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/TRS

– Weekly meeting (Friday 10:00 a.m. Pacific Time)

– Distribution List: sdk_lab_committee@teslaalliance.org



ScopeScope

Test Bed 

Realization

Infrastructure 

Resource

Scheduling 

Test Bed

Requirement & 

Definition
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More…

Mediation 

Service

DUT 

Provisioning

Asset 

Management & 

Resource 

Tracking

Infrastructure 

Mgmt 

(Switching 

and Power)

Lab 

Management

TRS

1.1

Standards

TRS

1.0

Standards



AccomplishmentsAccomplishments

Participated to the Big Picture Meeting

Drove TRS Agenda
– Organized Wiki Content

• Specifications

• Samples

• Discussion Points

• Meeting notes

– Drove & Published and Reviewed TBML Specifications
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– Drove & Published and Reviewed TBML Specifications

– Drove the Scheduling understanding and API definition

Enlisted Participations of Members



GoalGoal

Goal
– Drive TesLA standards for Lab Management

– Deliver platform independent and vendor agnostic specifications

– Keep the specifications simple and easy to implement

Deliverables
– TBML Markup Language Specification v1.0

• http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/TBML-Specification
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• http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/TBML-Specification

– Scheduler API v1.0



TBML 1.0 DeliverablesTBML 1.0 Deliverables

Specification
– Online - http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/TBML-Specification (0.9b)

– Auto-generated - tbml-core.mht

XML Schema
– http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/f/tbml-core.xsd (1.0.0.68)

Compliant Samples
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– minimal.tbml (Basic)

– example.tbml (Simple test bed definition)

– gigabittesting.tbml and gigabittesting-post.tbml (TBML 

transformation when given to Scheduler)

– onpath.tbml (OnPATH Switch discovery sample)



TBML Specification 1.0TBML Specification 1.0

Structurally Simple but Flexible
– Support for resources and connectivity definitions using resource, 
topology and link element types

– Support for properties for core element types using property and 

propertyCollection definition

– Support for graphical rendering using layers and UI elements (layer, 

note, label element types
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Easy to Integrate
– Use built-in dictionary definition for property names and resource types

Easy to extend
– Allows for tbml:extensions for 3rd Party and vendor-specific 

information



Scheduler API 1.0Scheduler API 1.0

Focus
– Focus on Scheduler problem statement and workflow

– Focus on Integration with other TesLA Sub-systems

Documentation
– http://teslaalliance.pbworks.com/f/Reservation_Scheduling.pdf

API Definition
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– Will be made available for TRS 1.1 Standard



Next StepsNext Steps

December ’08
– New TesLA Lab Committee

January ‘09
– Phase 1—Initial Proposal by Chair (Gale Technologies)

– Phase 1—TesLA Lab Committee Reviewed

Mar-May ’09
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– TBML Specification 1.0 DRAFT (Ongoing)

– Scheduling Requirements 1.0 DRAFT (Ongoing)

– Publish DRAFT Standard Out

June ’09
– Engage in Review Process

– Vote on TRS and DCA Specifications 1.0



Contact UsContact Us

Lab Committee
– TSR Committee, sdk_lab_committee@teslaalliance.org

Chair
– Patrick Deloulay, Gale Technologies, patrick@galetechnologies.com

– Andrew Gillis, Gale Technologies, agillis@galetechnologies.com

Members
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– Jitin Dhanani, IXIA

– Cliff Hannel, IXIA

– Kingston Duffie, Fanfare

– Mark Merendino, OnPATH

– Hee Lui, OnPATH



Thank You
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Thank You



TesLA
Round Table

TesLA
Round Table



TopicsTopics

TesLA Report

Publish standards
– Standards are in review period ending June 15th and will be published 

June 22nd. 

– Distribution ?

Implementation
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– Timeline

– Which products per member?

– Early reference implementations ?

Certification
– Validating initial implementations ?

– Plug fest ? 



TesLA ReportTesLA Report

Marketing Committee done a great job!
– Future focus areas:

– Awareness via content from industry analyst/tech experts

– More content from all members – blogs, whitepapers

A

Standards committee Delivers!
– Future focus areas:

A
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– Future focus areas:

– Consistent and increased involvement from member companies

– Reference implementations of proposed standards

.

A

Certification committee plays critical role next q
– Future focus areas:

– Need members to participate

– Detailed plan next quarter

.

B



TopicsTopics

TesLA Report

Publish standards
– Ratification process voting

– Standards in review and publish date?

– Distribution ?

Implementation
– Timeline ?
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– Timeline ?

– Which products per member?

– Early reference implementations ?

Certification
– Validating initial implementations ?

– Plug fest ? 

Membership fees for next quarter
– Defer till next quarterly meeting?

– Certification event costs ?



Thank You
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Thank You


